FROM

Donakus Law,P. A.

FARA MHO.

16EE3577735

Dec.

A1 2683 1@:12AM P1

T v e e o

R e e Ry

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1994

Barnyard in the front yard

N.H lawyer starts a ‘farm’ to protest zoning ordinance

By John Milne G
GLOBE STAFF :

EENE, N.H. - Court Street is & hands

some, busy thoroughfare with large homes

and green lawms near picture-posteard

Central Square. Juat up Gourt Street from

the many restored Vietoriuns and the lone
Italianats vilia, in the finy yard in front of his 150-year.

in Keene” Donabue said this week. “The geese ave nolsy;
the guinea hens are s nuisance; the chiskens, well,

they're chickens; and that ropster = he las nothing to do.

I'king of like him."”

Bonahue §s likening farm amma.ls to city offiials bes
cause he's upget aboul their enforcement of a local zon.
ing law that har stopped him rom expanding his office
atnff. But the same law does allow a farm in his naigh-
borhood, 50 that's what he set up in hiz yard. Sort of.

old house, Charlie Donahue feedz his two geess.
And his seven chickens.
And hig two guines hens.

Thirteen birda in all, -

i " And hig two reosters. oL

"'1'he,y all mean smmet.hmg, Just like the ity off‘ (!ln.ls )

In front of Donahue's Vietorlan farmbotsa, & gray
building with black shutters, an open hay bale spilled
- onito the front walk. Another hale was on the porch, be-

gide the ved hag of chivken foed,
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reacds;

*My Oniy Intend.

“"Was 1o Hitv 3 Parnlegai
Asaistantz ,

*The City said ‘N’

“(A'Fartn, However, is Allowed)
“Your Tax Dollars Ai; Wark,
Folks

“Plagse Be Kind to the Animals"

This, you 822, i3 nol # barnyurd.
It's & zoning dispute.

A longtime fear of simost alf mu-
njcipal officials i facing 4 lawyer
who cim e them wp with the law.
And Zgunahue appeurs to have tied
Keene in 2 knot with thal and his
fladr for publicity.

* Like many specialists in persony

injury law, Donahue weurs ecowboy -

boota Bl his dre two-toned, and he
WUHTS PRratiooper pants, hol pine
stripes, over them. He sdvertises.

Not the whispered names on public -

radio stations, but rdio and TV ads.

And he: distribides bumper stick-
@15 1o olients reading: “Back OFff My
Lawyer ls Charlie Donabie,”

“I am fI'tmbuyant " he says
proudly.

Of Keene offfeiuldom he asks,
“Why don't they lighten up?’

To Keenes ende enfarcement au-
perintendent, Michuel B. Forrest,
this fa # matter of rules being rules.

Court Street houses are zoned
“mdium density residential.” In-
hame offites are permitted, but only
one non-family employas is allowed,

On April 4, Donphue zaked

Kuoona's Zoping Boswd of Adjust-

ment for pettolstion to add. three
more: umplcycm;
" Od May I, Famant sald, I.he.
board denied hlz raguest,

Thal’z a bureaneratic underatata-
ment. Donahue says. “T ranted and

{reese are part o ihe menagerie Gharlie Donahue has gathered (o make 2 peinl aboat 7oning laws in his
‘ ueighhorhood in Keene, N, H The law won't allow lllm to hire mom than one parnlegnl but permits fa.rms..

f‘mﬂf_ HTAT F’HDTDIWENDYMA.FDA

tuok the vote and it was G-0 againat

1e," S0 Dufinhae researched the city
zoning ordinance and t'mm(] t,ha.t it
allows * nonco:mmemul rmsmg uf
farm animals."

- That, Forvest ¢aid, wae intended '

Lo permit, say, o family with a large

vard to keep a horse, And he said

there sre a few horses on hig yards
within. the limits of this city, |
nnnﬂhuv however, cone ludud “1
can hiwe » farm”
Sor Fust Monday, he put up a:pan

und stockad it with poiltry. A shild) 5

plastic wading pool provides Water. '
The gease honk snd hize, And at
5 euch marhing, the Foostels clrow.

-ang gets help with caring for the
birda from his wife, Susan, and their

four children, suys he's received no

complaints from hiz neighbores,
As he stood in front of the house,
people drove by, hanling thole horne

or flashing. thumbs-up signs. Several .

ears pulled up, their parsongars

wanting 1o see what the [uss was,

about, Children on a_school bug
(lashed Viforvictory gigna:

“I've tulked to-the neighbors, and |
. thoy'va All'apﬁ)mwed of what I do.”

Farragl eoneurs, saying: “1
kaven't receivad n eomplaint,”

Donahue zaid this ia o clsah be-
twaels nostaleia amd reatity, that the

njt on presefvatian in a changed
area, “The city says, ‘We wanl o
keap thie residentiol,’ I say to them,
“Thia inn't residential any more””

‘Forvest eaid a denbist has an of- |
fica in one of the former henes, a |
chirapwstor another,

Donahue, hourse from giving in-
tervicws, porteays himself as just an
averaga puy fighting City Hall,
"ﬂloy _wnt don't hiva ony somman
sense, he said “I wanted to create
Jobm, They just dowt want to listen,
and that'z what takeos people ma-.l
ahout, gavernment.”

Forront said Donsbus has unu]
Mondav to aoniv far o #anine hanrd
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It's coming from personal injury
lawyer Charles A, Denahue, and
from the magple of peese nnd cluster
of chickens he has assembled in the
gznt, yard of hiz office sl 275 Court,

Callit Ol McDonahte's Farm,
onaxhue i1 upset with the Keene
Zoning Board of Adjustrent, which
rejected his propesn) Lo expand his
law-office into other parts of the
building it eccupies, and then. hire
Athreenew paralegal assistants,

j ; . medinm-sized lats.
© So, he'is fighting back with a vis-

DOMAHUE'S FARM -
near hiz “barnyard,’” in fronf of his he

that pen makes much more senas -
than the rensons they Eave me for
rejecting me,” he said.

Donahue's baw office is in 5 medis
um-density residential zone, which
is set aside primarily for housaes on
Mices are lim."

e A
Santinal phabe by MICHAEL MOQRE
e Donahue posas Manday
uze on Court Strect, Keeno.

the zoning bonrd said no, beeausd

Lawyar Charli

olfices in the medium-density zone,
Al last month's zoning board
meeting, Donnhue was irats, e
charged the board with ealluding to
reject his propoanl, lacing hisre-

the zoning laws den’t pllow larger i

ible,noisy display.
“The squawking you hear from

ited to one emplayee,
When Donahue sought permis.

sponde with profanities,
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Lawyerismad about
Keene’szoningrules

(See LAWYER / Pageé)
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“To me, this.reflacts on govern-
ment,” Dénahue said, "It Lhe i
sensitivity.of some of the people we
letlead uyaround*

- Dut Miélinel B, Forrest, Keans's
roning administrator, said Lhe
board's devisionsimply enforced Uig
Inw. . -

‘Three new employees would
have made theoffice the primary
usé of the property, and Lhat’s not
allowid in the medium-denzily
zone, Forrest said,

Donahue, who is not publicity-

shy, asked what wns allawed in the
zone,

"Oneof the permitted uses in the

medinm-densily is non-eommereipl

. raiging of farm nnimals,” Forrest
said,

So, Donahue has gol up a make.
sl\‘iﬂ.‘--l‘mgl , which hag two [iecte,
hen, Lw roosters and =ix chiitkena,
“IT that's what they want, that's
what they'l get.” he 2aid,

A targe, blarine sign L Uhe faem

Dblasts

arslepal nssis-
y&aid ‘no," (A farm,
however, is sllowed), Our Lax dol.

offcila: My only inlent.

lars at work, fulks. Plense be kind lo
Lhe nninnl ¥ . :

Donshue apys his squawking .
hait ettracted ngitionn! medin ptten- ¢
Lion, ond e has gighed up three
new clienls sinece Lhe animalsg
moved in,

Cutious people have stopped at
the farm, and Donahue's wife apnd

four children have hielped 1o foud
the birils,

Donalue said he docsn’t want to
turn his neighbors against hiny;
thoy supported his expansion plans,
IM the birds become n nuizanee,
Donnhua said, he'll mave tham,

Utficialz al the Monadnock Ras
gion Humene Sacioty anid they've
received a single complaint abont
Donahue's farm and are iy patipig
ing, bit it nppears the atimiis nre
peined and have shiolter. .

Donahue' won't say what he
plans next, He'has saked Lhe
buard Lo recongider ity deeiale

I thegity

bie Lo Lake me olf Lthe

‘LT Ay ‘Aepsang,
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